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newsletter

	Issue Twenty-Four

	July 2003


Welcome to the July edition of the National Museum Directors’ Conference newsletter.  This month’s newsletter contains a report on our Creativity project and an appeal for contributions.  The newsletter can also be found on our website: 

www.nationalmuseums.org.uk
	NMDC News


	Lunch with Charles Clarke MP
Charles Clarke, Secretary of State for Education and Skills had lunch with Directors following the Executive Committee on 22 May.  This provided the opportunity to discuss how national museums and DfES might work together to further increase the learning potential of museums and to set out the priority areas in which a consistent approach and sustained investment is likely to have the greatest impact.
Specific proposals include steps to embed the unique content of museums and the expertise of museum educators into the National Curriculum and teacher training courses and the creation of an online resource for teachers, parents and children matching museum collections and information to the Curriculum, as well as support for content creation.  Working through the DCMS/DfES joint working group chaired by David Anderson we are confident that this dialogue could lead to more coordinated and engaged collaboration with DfES.  


	Royal Armouries

Paul Evans has been appointed Chief Executive of the Royal Armouries.  Paul has been Acting-Chief Executive since Guy Wilson’s retirement last year and was previously Chief Operating Officer.


	PR Group

The PR Group met at the National Maritime Museum on 11 June.  Toby Sargent, Head of Culture and Campaigns at DCMS attended the meeting and discussed ways of ensuring a more co-coordinated approach to press and media issues across DCMS and its sponsored bodies.  





	National Dimensions

AEA Consulting have completed the first stage of their research in to the collaboration between national and non-national museums for our National Dimensions project.  The purpose of the project, which has been commissioned by NMDC’s Regional Affairs Committee, is to conduct an analysis of current national/regional collaboration with a view to determining what works best and what would benefit most from any additional funding. 

All NMDC members have responded to initial questionnaires, and AEA have carried out interviews with representatives of both national and non-national institutions.  Consultation sessions are being held in Newcastle, Birmingham, London and Bristol in early July to discuss preliminary findings with directors and senior staff in regional museums, libraries and archives and to seek their views on the way forward.


	Valuing Museums

Work is progressing on this project to produce a report that demonstrates the economic, civic and social impact NMDC members make, illustrating the need for, and benefits of, state investment in national museums, libraries and archives.  A questionnaire drawn up by Neil Chalmers’ working group and Tony Travers of LSE has been circulated to members detailing the information required, with a return date of 21 July 2003.  The finished report will be published in the autumn.


www.nationalmuseums.org.uk

	Current Issues


	Ministerial Reshuffle
The Department for Culture, Media and Sport has two new ministers following last month’s Government reshuffle.  Rt Hon Estelle Morris MP has been appointed as Minister for the Arts replacing Baroness Blackstone and Rt Hon Lord McIntosh of Haringey has been appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State replacing Kim Howells.  
Ministerial responsibilities within the Department have been substantially rearranged. Estelle Morris’s brief as Arts Minister now includes the creative industries and the National Lottery as well as arts and museums.  Responsibility for libraries and the historic environment is now with Lord MacIntosh, who becomes Minister for Media and Heritage. He is also responsible for broadcasting and gambling policy and will continue to be spokesperson for HM Treasury in the House of Lords.  Sports Minister, Richard Caborn has now taken over responsibility for tourism and licensing and will also take the lead on regional issues.  
At the new Department of Constitutional Affairs, Lord Filkin CBE has been appointed Parliamentary Under Secretary of State with ministerial responsibility for the National Archives.

Correction: Frank McAveety MSP is Minister for Tourism, Culture in the Scottish Executive, not Deputy Minister as reported in last month’s NMDC Newsletter.  There is no Deputy

Minister now although Frank McAveety will only receive a Deputy Ministers salary.  I am sorry for the confusion.


	Liverpool - City of Culture
Liverpool has won the competition to be the European Capital of Culture in 2008.  The title is expected to lead to the creation of 14,000 jobs, generate £2bn extra investment and bring 1.7m extra visitors to the city.  The announcement was welcomed by David Fleming who said it means National Museum Liverpool can now plan a new Museum of Liverpool with great confidence and advance plans to further develop several of their other sites.  Christoph Grunenburg, Director of Tate Liverpool also welcomed the announcement saying Tate looks forward to working with the new partnership to achieve the schemes which will transform the city between now and 2008.


	DCMS Strategic Commissioning

DCMS has announced the outcomes of the strategic commissioning bids.  Eleven national museums will share the £2.5m provided jointly by DCMS and DfES from last year’s Spending Review allocations.  The funding will be used for children’s education programmes and community projects to be delivered in partnership with museums in the regions.  The projects are:
· British Museum: £115,000 to develop education resources and activities about The Story of Money in partnership with Manchester Museum

· British Library - £50,000 for Texts in Context - using facsimiles of inspirational British Library texts for structured learning activities, discussion and research in the regions, in partnership with Lyme Regis Philpot Museum; Dorset County Museum Dorchester; Roman Baths & Pump Room Bath; Schools in Bristol /Bath & Dorset .

· Imperial War Museum North - £298,000 for Moving Minds, a project engaging children and communities in developing exhibitions to reflect life experiences, in partnership with Leeds Museum and Galleries; Bradford Museums, Galleries and Heritage and Group for Education in Museums. 

· Imperial War Museum Duxford - £200,000 for a history programme helping children and young people from deprived areas to visit local museums, in partnership with Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service; Luton Museums Service; and Mid Anglia Science and Technology Regional Organisation. 

· National Gallery/Tyne & Wear Museums £300,000 for Take One Picture South West and North East – increasing learning through the arts in partnership with Bristol Museum & Art Gallery.

· National Portrait Gallery - £300,000 for People, Places and Portraits, a project extending education through portraiture in partnership with Beningborough Hall; Montacute House; Sheffield Galleries and Museums Trust and Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens. 

· Tate- £131,000 to build on existing partnership scheme to produce educational resources centred on displays from the Tate's collection, in partnership with The Lakeland Arts Trust Kendal; Sheffield Galleries & Museums Trust; The Castle Museum Norwich; The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery Stoke; and The New Art Gallery Walsall.

Continued…


	· National Museums Liverpool - £90,000 for a project engaging refugees and asylum seekers in museum events and activities, in partnership with Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens; Leicester City Museums Service; Salford Museum and Art Gallery.

· National Maritime Museum - £350,000 for Slavery, Society and Port Cities project in partnership with National Museums Liverpool, Bristol City Museums & Art Gallery; Bristol City Museums & Art Gallery and British Empire & Commonwealth Museum; Museum of London and the London Museums, Libraries and Archives Council.

· National Museum of Science & Industry, NMPFT - £200,000 for Animation! – a project using animation to stimulate participation of children and communities in cross cultural museum work, in partnership with York Museums Trust; Bradford Museums, Galleries & Heritage and Education Bradford 

· National Museum of Science & Industry - £200,000 to create a floating classroom targeting under achieving schools and minority groups partnership with Museum Education in Action and in Motion on London's Waterways Partners: Beauchamp Lodge Settlement; The Ragged School Museum; The London Canal Museum.

· Victoria & Albert Museum - £350,000 for a programme using visual resources to foster a greater awareness and understanding of cultural difference, and to explore the sense of image, identity and citizenship, in partnership with Manchester City Art Galleries; Birmingham Museums and Art Gallery; The Royal Pavilion, Libraries and Museums, Brighton; Sheffield Galleries and Museums Trust; Harris Museum and Art Gallery, Preston.


	Resource Chair Appointed

Mark Wood has been appointed as Chair of Resource.  Mr Wood, who has been Acting Chairman of Resource for the last six months, will take up the post immediately.  He is also Chairman of Independent Television News (ITN).


	V&A European Museum of the Year

The Victoria & Albert Museum has won the European Museum of the Year Award for the British Galleries.  The Imperial War Museum received a special commendation for the Holocaust Exhibition.  Tate Britain and the Museum of Scottish Country Life were among the institutions short-listed for the award.




	£70m for Creative Partnerships
Tessa Jowell has announced a further £70m funding from DCMS for Creative Partnerships over the next three years.  Creative Partnerships is the DCMS' and Arts Council England's flagship programme in the cultural education field and aims to give school children in deprived areas throughout England the opportunity to develop creativity in learning and participate in cultural activities.  It is based on developing long-term partnerships between schools and cultural and creative organisations. These include museums, as well as architects, theatre companies, historic buildings, dance studios, orchestras, web-site designers, artists and many others.
DCMS provided £40 million in 2002-04 to fund the programme in 16 areas of the country.  In last year’s Comprehensive Spending Round the Chancellor of the Exchequer announced that Creative Partnerships would be given the financial investment to continue beyond the original ‘pilot programme’ date of 2004. In addition to the further £70m announced by DCMS on 3 June 2003, DfES is committing £2m in 2003-4 and £2.5m in 2004-05.  This will be used to extend Creative Partnerships to twenty new areas.
There are 361 schools participating in the first phase of Creative Partnerships with over a quarter of a million young people taking part in the programme.


	British Museum Celebrates 250 Years

The British Museum is celebrating its 250th birthday this year.  The museum established by an Act of Parliament on 7 June 1753 is the world oldest public national museum – the first to belong to a nation rather than a monarch or a private patron.  The museum is marking its anniversary with special exhibitions and events.


	MAGNI Awarded ReDiscover Grant

The Ulster Folk and Transport Museum, part of the National Museums and Galleries of Northern Ireland, has been awarded £231,041 from ReDiscover – the renewal fund for science centres and museums across the UK.  The award is for the development of its Flight Experience exhibition and will included renewal, refurbishment and expansion of the existing exhibition, which opened in 1999.  In addition, a new gallery space will include an air traffic control station, interactive aircraft parts and a flight simulator.

	Museum of Docklands Opens

The Museum of Docklands was opened by The Queen on 10 June.  Housed in one of the few surviving Georgian warehouses in London’s West India Dock, the museum describes the history of London’s river, port and people from the early Roman settlement to the present day.  The Museum in Docklands became part of the Museum of London group in February.  The Museum has been developed with the support of the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Isle of Dogs Community Fund, the Corporation of London, the Port of London Authority, DCMS and the Canary Wharf Group plc as well as the Museum of London.  The majority of the exhibits, many of which are on display for the first time, come from the Port of London Authority collection.  


	IWM sends Artist to Iraq

The Imperial War Museum has commissioned Steve McQueen to produce work in response to the war in Iraq.  The Turner Prize winning artist is due to visit Iraq in the next few months to undertake research and the museum plans to hold an exhibition of the resulting work in 2004. 

The Imperial War Museum's Art Commissions Committee, currently chaired by sculptor Bill Woodrow, was set up in 1972 to commission ambitious and original artwork on contemporary conflict in its widest sense.  The Iraq project follows a series of innovative commissions that began with sending Ken Howard to Northern Ireland in 1973 and most recently saw the April opening of an exhibition at the museum entitled The House of Osama Bin Laden.


	Tate Reunites Turner’s Work

Tate, with the help of BT and the New Opportunities Fund, has created the first comprehensive online catalogue of the work of JMW Turner.  Turner Worldwide, which can be found at www.tate.org.uk/turnerww reunites over 2,000 works by Turner held in over 100 private and public collections around the world with the Turner Bequest given to the nation on Turner’s death and held at Tate.  During the year-long process a number of drawings thought to have been lost have been traced and included in the website.  Not only is Turner Worldwide one of the largest online catalogues of any artist, but the last printed Turner catalogues were published twenty years ago.  




	Turning the Pages Technology
The British Library unveiled its new Turning the Pages 3D system at the Special Libraries Association exhibition in New York last month.  Devised by experts from the British Library, Turning the Pages (TTP) uses touch-screen technology and animation to allow people to ‘virtually’ turn the pages of some of the world’s most important manuscripts and printed treasures in an incredibly realistic way.  The TTP electronic facsimile system allows users to zoom in on high-quality digitised images, read notes or listen to music and commentary on each page.  Even the reflection of light on gold leave as a page is turned can be realistically replicated.  

The British Library last month demonstrated two versions of the technology for the first time – Virtual Book and 3D.  Virtual Book offers museums and galleries the highest quality public-display system.  The new Turning the Pages 3D system, developed after feedback from the public, offers a more affordable alternative which allows organisation to display items on site and to make them available via the web or on CD.  A Turning the Pages 3D version of the Lindisfarne Gospels can now be viewed on the Library’s website at www.bl.uk


	Tate St Ives 10 Years Old

Tate St Ives celebrated its 10th birthday on 23 June.  The gallery has received nearly two million visitors since it opened in 1993, a million more than anticipated.  The Gallery is estimated to have contributed a further £16.5m spend per annum to the Cornish economy and the gallery’s education programme has developed relationships with over 100 schools and colleges in the South West.  Tate St Ives is operated in partnership with Cornwall County Council who own the building.  Tate and Cornwall County Council are currently discussing the options available for improving the gallery to provide additional gallery space and better facilities.  


	RAF Cosford Wins Tourism Award
The Royal Air Force Museum Cosford has won the Large Visitor Attraction of the Year in the Midlands.  The Museum, currently displaying more than seventy aircraft - along with one of the most comprehensive missile collections in Europe - has been progressively upgraded in recent years. Developments have included a new visitor centre and the completion of the Sir Michael Beetham Conservation Centre. 


	Baltic Director Resigns

Sune Nordgren has announced that he is stepping down as Director of Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art in Gateshead.  Nordgren, who has worked for Baltic for almost six years, is leaving less than a year after the centre opened to become founding director of Norway’s National Museum of Art, Architecture and Design.  He will take up his new post on a part-time basis in October and will leave Gateshead in December.


	International Visitor Figures Down
The latest figures for inbound tourism to the UK reveal a decline in all visitors from all markets in April 2003.  VisitBritain says this is in large part due to a combination of the SARS outbreaks around the world and the war with Iraq depressing long haul travel and particularly affecting visits from North America.  However, despite poor figures for the month, cumulative figures for the year to date are still an improvement on 2002.  Full details can be found at: www.statistics.gov.uk/press_release/
currentreleases.asp




	New Security Guidelines
Resource has published Security in Museums, Archives and Libraries – A Practical Guide.  The Security Guide, the second edition of the manual published by the Museums and Galleries Commission in 1998, covers a wide range of security issues including criminal activity, and fire, alarms, bag searching and exhibition security.  Copies of the Security Guide can be found at: www.resource.gov.uk/action/managingrisk/
managingrisk.asp  


	Performance Management in Museums
The Scottish Museums Council has published a report by independent consultants JURA Consultants on Performance Management in Museum.  The report provides a clear picture of standards and performance management schemes operational in the UK from a museum perspective.  The report can be found at: www.scottishmuseums.org.uk/pdfs/Publications/
jura_report.pdf


	NMDC Creativity Report


The traditional perceived role of museums is to develop and interpret their collections. At the beginning of the 21st century they do far more than just that.  NMDC’s Creativity Working Group has been set up to highlight the value of museums as sources of creativity and inspiration for communities and cities, emphasising the unexpected ways that museums contribute to society.  The Working Group is led by Lindsay Sharp, Director of the National Museum of Science and Industry and includes Roy Clare, Alex Beard, Damien Whitmore, Liz Hallam Smith, Jill Finney and Sean Bullick.

NMDC have engaged Ricky Burdett, Director of the LSE Cities Programme and a colleague of Tony Travers, to help us analyse how national museums exceed expectations of what public roles museums and galleries play and to collate specific examples of “exemplary creative practice and inspiration.”  The report which will be in the form of a powerpoint presentation will be developed in parallel with the ‘Valuing Museums Project’ which is currently being carried out by Tony Travers of LSE.  Together the two research projects will underpin the NMDC’s case to the Treasury in the next spending review.

The Creativity Report will identify key case studies which demonstrate exemplary creative practice and inspiration and quantifiable outputs.  It seeks to demonstrate the current role of the museum as a unique public forum including the following:

· as a generator of civic and community identity;

· as centres for learning and teaching for all needs;

· as leading agents in the broader move towards social and ethnic inclusion;

· as an important voice in the contemporary debate on science, technology and health;

· as the leading voice in international cultural debate and diplomacy;

· as a critical participant in identifying and preserving national and global heritage;

· as a key resource for the creative industries (e.g. fashion, fine and applied arts, conservation).

	NMDC Creativity Report


This page includes a few examples of creative and innovative projects within national museums, libraries and archives.  We are keen to hear of more examples.  Lindsay Sharp and Ricky Burdett will be writing to all NMDC members shortly asking for information of such projects.  Meanwhile, if you know of examples of creative projects your institution has been involved in please contact Emily Adams, NMDC’s Research & Communication Manager on 020 7416 5208 or eadams@iwm.org.uk 

	Video Conferencing Learning Sessions - Imperial War Museum 

Several national museums are involved in projects delivering learning sessions to school children all over the United Kingdom using the latest video-conferencing technology.  The museum and schools were assisted in acquiring the equipment by Global Leap, as part of the "Videoconferencing in the Classroom Project" which is funded by the Department for Education and Skills.  
One example is the Imperial War Museum.  Education Staff at the Cabinet War Rooms in London have recently led education sessions with schoolchildren in the north of Scotland.  Liverpool Museum, part of National Museums Liverpool, offers virtual trips to its Natural History Centre and a variety of sessions on the Natural Sciences.  Video conferencing systems have been around for many years, but recent advances in technology now mean they are easy to use and have better quality picture and sound, so the video conferencing experience is much improved for all users.


	Revolutionary New Playgrounds – Science Museum
The Science Museum has been working on a groundbreaking scheme set to revolutionise the way children learn and play.  Three pioneering ‘Classrooms of the Future’ have been developed at schools in Befordshire include the world’s first outdoor MP3 jukebox‚ a solar-powered speed reaction game and stunning wind-powered interactives.  The classrooms, which opened in June 2003 were developed by the Science Museum in partnership with Bedfordshire County Council and Sergison Bates architects, and are part of ‘Classrooms of the Future,’ a national scheme‚ run by the Department for Education and Skills.  The scheme is created around a concept of how physical space can positively develop learning and raise educational standards. The challenge is to remove the existing barriers often found within conventional classrooms and move towards a new environment for learning and to provide experiences that will both motivate and challenge learners based on current research into learning and the most appropriate applications of modern technologies.
The outdoor interactives are specially designed to incorporate learning and play‚ and were developed by the Science Museum in conjunction with the children and teachers at each school. They are part of a project to challenge the traditional relationships between indoor and outdoor learning environments‚ and the perceived barriers between play and lesson time. Keith Greaves‚ the Science Museum’s Development Manager said: “The Museum is a key player in the field of informal learning and we’re bringing decades of experience to influence learning outside the Museum walls.”
Each of the stimulating and challenging environments has been designed to encourage learning and interaction through play. They are complemented by brand new classrooms designed by Sergison Bates which have been similarly developed in association with staff and pupils and feature innovative spatial‚ lighting and acoustic properties designed to maximize their potential as educational spaces‚ as well as state of the art IT and audio-visual infrastructure.


	Raw Canvas – Tate
Raw Canvas is a youth programme for 15-23 year olds at Tate Modern. It was created and continues to develop in consultation with a team of young people who have completed the twelve week ‘workshop leaders’ training course.  Since 2001, twenty-eight have completed the training course and subsequently specialised in marketing, outreach or workshop development.  After their initial training, they receive staff passes and are paid for the work they do.  Tate have now commissioned an evaluation project to consider whether the Raw Canvas training course should be seen as more formal vocational training.


	International Issues


	Cultural Property of Iraq
The Warka Vase, one of the key pieces missing from the National Museum in Baghdad has been recovered.  The Art Newspaper reports that three men turned up at the museum unexpectedly with the 5,200 year old vase on the back seat of a car.
The latest reports from Iraq confirm that the scale of the looting at the National Museum was not as serious as initially feared, although around 3,000 objects are thought to be still missing, including 32 major artefacts from the galleries.  Reports from elsewhere in Iraq suggest that many artefacts from the museums in Mosul and Babylon had been removed for safekeeping before the looting.  Meanwhile, reports continue to come in about looting of important archaeological sites in Iraq.  The Art Newspaper reports that 3rd millennium BC sites at Umma, Isin and Adab and are still being pillaged on a massive scale.
On 11 June, DCMS issued a statement about its role in safeguarding Iraq's cultural heritage.  DCMS is working within the Office of the Coalition Provisional Authority in Iraq (OCPA) to support the Iraqi people in the protection and reconstruction of key heritage institutions and sites.   An Iraqi Cabinet for Culture has been established to determine priority actions.  

Neil MacGregor, Director of the British Museum, visited Baghdad on 17-18 May as part of a UNESCO delegation to see the devastation for himself.  A team of curators and conservators from the British Museum is travelling to Iraq shortly to carry out assessment work.  


	Looted Painting Sells for £12.6m

A painting by Egon Schiele stolen by the Nazis during World War II fetched £12.6m when it was sold at Sotheby’s last month, the highest price ever paid for a restituted work art.  The painting, which had hung in the Neue Galerie, Linz for fifty years, was returned to the heirs of the original owners last year, after it was found to have been looted by the Nazis.  The painting had been expected to fetch a price in the region of £5-7m.




The newsletter is written and compiled by Emily Adams, Research & Communication Manager, NMDC.  If you have any comments or would like to contribute to a future edition, please contact eadams@iwm.org.uk



	Swiss Legislate Against Illicit Cultural Trade

The House of Representatives in Switzerland has passed legislation to bring Swiss law into line with the 1970 UNESCO Convention against the illicit trade in cultural property.  Swiss Info reports that the new legislation, which has taken more than 10 years to be approved, extends the time limit for reclaiming stolen works of art to thirty years instead of the five years under current Swiss law.  Those who buy stolen art in good faith will receive compensation equivalent to the value they paid for the object.  Art trafficking could lead to sentences of up to two years in jail and dealers that fail to carry out due diligence checks or who hinder investigations can be fined.  The new law should come into effect in 2004.


	Fake Van Gogh a Hit
The National Gallery in Oslo has seen visitor numbers surge since an Italian scholar revealed that its Van Gogh self portrait was a likely fake.  Aftenposten newspaper reports that visits have nearly tripled since the painting came back from Italy where it was on loan when the controversy over the painting’s origin erupted.


	Legal Block to Rio Guggenheim 
A Brazilian court has blocked the construction of an art museum by the Guggenheim Foundation in Rio de Janeiro.  The Australian Broadcasting Corporation reports that court officials said the deal signage between Mayor Cesar Maia and the Guggenheim Foundation in April could not go forward as it was based on US rather than Brazilian law and valued in dollars not the national currency.  ABC reports that the proposals for the $250m project have provoked complaints that it is a luxury the city cannot afford.  Billboards have appeared showing a photograph of a homeless girl drinking from a puddle on the pavement with the Guggenheim name circled in red and the caption “Does Rio need such a museum?”

Meanwhile, The Guggenheim’s Director of Public Affairs told the The Straits Times, Singapore that ‘scores’ of countries and cities approach the Foundation every year about creating another Guggenheim offshoot. 


	Parliamentary Report


	National Lottery (Funding of Endowments) Bill 
The National Lottery (Funding of Endowments) Bill proposed by Keith Simpson MP has passed its Report and Third reading in the House of Commons on 20 June. The key objective of the Bill is to clarify that all Lottery distributors (set out in Section 23 National Lottery etc. Act 1993) are able to distribute Lottery monies by funding endowments, if they so wish.  

The Bill has now moved on to the House of Lords where it has its second reading on Friday 11 July.


	Dealing in Cultural Objects
The Dealing in Cultural Objects (Offences) Bill (Report) proposed by Mr Richard Allan MP has its Report and Third reading in the House of Commons on Friday 4 July.  This Bill, which has government support, will create a criminal offence of trading in cultural property.  It would reinforce the implementation of the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property to which the United Kingdom formally acceded in 2002.


	Legal Deposit Libraries Bill
The Legal Deposit Libraries Bill (report) proposed by Chris Mole MP has its Report and Third reading in the House of Commons on 4 July.  This Bill is being supported by the British Library, National Library of Wales and National Library of Scotland.  The Bill concerns the extension of legal deposit to include non-print material and imposes a duty on publishers to deposit publications in six nominated depositories, otherwise known as the deposit libraries.  




	
Select Committee on Cultural Property
The Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee is to hold a short inquiry into the Government's current policy, as well as performance and plans, in relation to the illicit trade in cultural objects. The overall focus of the Committee will be on developments since the Committee's conclusions on the subject in 2000 and those of the Illicit Trade Advisory Panel.  In particular, the Committee will be looking at progress on the development of databases on relevant international legislation and unlawfully removed cultural objects; on human remains, and on items potentially looted during the Nazi period  The Committee will also investigate the scale and implications of the looting of cultural property in Iraq.
The Committee will hold an initial session of evidence with the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport and DCMS officials on the morning of 8 July 2003 at the House of Commons.  Further sessions will be arranged for the autumn.  Written evidence is invited from any interested individual or organisation.  The deadline for the submission of memoranda is Monday 8 September 2003.


Contact details for the NMDC Secretariat: 

Sean Bullick, Secretary
tel: 020 7416 5202, email: sbullick@iwm.org.uk
Emily Adams, Research & Communication Manager
tel: 020 7416 5208, email: eadams@iwm.org.uk 

Alexander Baker, Administrative Assistant
tel: 020 7416 5203, email: abaker@iwm.org.uk
	Forthcoming Meetings


National Museum Directors' Conference

10.30 for 11.00am, Fri 4 July, IWM

National Dimensions Consultation Day

11.00am Mon 7 July, The Council House, Bristol

Museums Copyright Group

3.00pm, Tues 8 July, Imperial War Museum

National Dimensions Consultation Day

11.00am Fri 11 July, Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery

Valuing Museums

10.30am, Wed 16 July, Natural History Museum

NMDC Executive Committee

11.00am, Thurs 11 Sept, Imperial War Museum

Human Resources Forum

11.00am, Fri 26 Sept, National Museums Liverpool

Consortium

10.30 for 11am, Fri 5 Dec, Royal Air Force Museum
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