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Welcome to this month’s NMDC newsletter which contains an update on our activities and the latest news from the museum sector in the UK and beyond.     www.nationalmuseums.org.uk
NMDC News

Spoliation Website Update

The NMDC Spoliation website, which publishes the results of research into the provenance of works of art in national and regional collections during the period 1933-45, has been updated to reflect recent research.  

Eight museums, including the British Museum and National Museums Liverpool, updated their existing lists of items with uncertain provenance during the 1933-45 period. Five museums published new lists of research on European paintings and drawings (Courtauld, Ferens, Leicester, Whitworth and York). Three institutions have published new lists of English paintings and drawings (Ashmolean, Ferens and Leicester). Four museums have published lists of decorative arts and sculpture (Barber, Fitzwilliam, Manchester City Art Gallery and Whitworth).  The Ashmolean, Barber, Courtauld, Fitzwilliam, Ferens and Manchester City Art Gallery incorporated auction house research results in their updated lists. There are now over 7,500 items listed on the website, with a fully searchable database. Research in non-national museums has been supported by funding from the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council.  Full details of the 1933-45 provenance project can be found at: 

www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/spoliation.html
NMDC Staff Changes

Suzie Tucker has taken up post as Executive Assistant at NMDC. This is a new post combining secretariat support, information management and running the NMDC office. Suzie was previously working at ABL Cultural Consulting as a Project Assistant on the Museums and Heritage team, prior to which she completed an MA in museum studies at Manchester.  

Rachel Francis is leaving NMDC this month to take up a new post as Directorate Assistant at the V&A.

Value of Partnership: Collaborative Projects between Regional and National Museums
NMDC’s UK Affairs Committee is working with MLA to commission research into current and potential partnerships between regional and national museums, primarily in England but also including some reference to projects throughout the United Kingdom.  The aims of this project are to: 

1. Demonstrate the benefits of such partnerships to the institutions involved, their staff and their audiences; 

2. Address the structural obstacles in forming new partnerships or extending existing ones, and make recommendations on how these might be most effectively overcome; 

3. Address the practical issues surrounding collaborative working, including the actual and hidden costs involved in both small and large-scale projects; 

4. Develop a strategic approach to partnership working for MLA, the MLA Partnership, NMDC and their respective constituencies, and make recommendations on how this might be more fully supported in future.
MLA is now looking for experienced consultants to take this forward. The closing date for tender proposals is 20 March 2006, and full details of the project can be found at:

www.mla.gov.uk/resources/assets/V/value_of_partnership_9224.doc
NMDC Email Problems - We experienced a serious problem with emails between 21-23 February.  If you sent a message during that period and have not had a response, please resend it!
From Access to Participation: Cultural Policy and Civil Renewal

On 27 March, David Lammy will launch IPPR’s new publication: From Access to Participation: Cultural Policy and Civil Renewal, by Emily Keaney. This is the culmination of the Culture, Community and Civil Renewal research project, in which NMDC was a partner along with Arts and Business, English Heritage, Heritage Lottery Fund, Nationwide Platform for Art and London Underground. The project was based on a series of seminars in early 2005.  Speakers at the seminars included Geoff Mulgan, Director, Institute of Community Studies; Tony Bennett, Professor of Sociology and Director of ESRC Centre for Research on Socio-Cultural Change, David Halpern, Senior Policy Advisor, Prime Minister’s Strategy Unit and David Lammy.

A summary of the research findings outlining the relevance of the ‘civil renewal’ agenda to cultural policy and the contribution that cultural participation does or could make to civic life is available on the IPPR website at:  www.ippr.org/research/teams/project.asp?id=837&pid=837  
New Director for National Museum of Science and Industry

Martin Earwicker has been appointed director of the National Museum of Science and Industry (NMSI). He will take up his post in May 2006, after five years in his current role as chief executive of the Defence Science and Technology Laboratory. He is a visiting Professor at Imperial College‚ London‚ a Fellow of the Institute of Physics and a Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering.

www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/corporate_commercial/press/ShowPressRelease.asp?Show=382 

Members News

National Museums Long-Listed for Gulbenkian Prize 

Three National Museums have been long-listed for the 2006 Gulbenkian Prize, worth £100,000, for museums and galleries in the UK; Amgueddfa Cymru National Museum Wales are on the long list for the second year running having won the award in 2005 for Big Pit: National Coal Museum. The list is:

· Churchill Museum & Cabinet War Rooms, London, a new museum, part of the Imperial War Museum

· The Concorde Experience at the Museum of Flight, part of the National Museums of Scotland

· National Waterfront Museum, Swansea, a new Amgueddfa Cymru National Museum Wales museum

· Cambridge & County Folk Museum, Cambridge 

· Dorchester Abbey Museum, Dorchester-upon-Thames, Oxon

· Hunterian Museum, London 

· Roald Dahl Museum & Story Centre, Great Missenden, Bucks 

· The Collection: Art & Archaeology in Lincolnshire, Lincoln 

· Brunel’s SS Great Britain, Bristol 

· Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Wakefield, Yorkshire 
Further details at: www.thegulbenkianprize.org.uk     

New Time Galleries open at the Royal Observatory 

The first stage of the redevelopment of the Royal Observatory at the National Maritime Museum is complete, with the opening of four new galleries about time:

* Time and Longitude shows how the longitude problem was solved not once but twice 

* Time and Greenwich looks at the development of accurate timekeeping 

* Time and Society illustrates how we use timekeepers to make sense of our everyday world 

* Time for the Navy allows visitors to go behind the scenes in a horology workshop and see naval chronometers
The galleries have been funded through donations from the National Lottery Millennium Commission, The Wolfson Foundation, PPARC, Accurist and NPL.

www.nmm.ac.uk/server.php?show=ConWebDoc.20428&navId=005001001 

Royal Museum opens new Science Gallery 

The National Museums of Scotland (NMS) has opened Connect, a new £1 million science and technology gallery at the Royal Museum in Edinburgh. Connect forms part of NMS’ 15 year vision for the development of its flagship Chambers Street site.
The objects on display have been chosen to illustrate particular scientific principles, to stimulate engagement and debate and to highlight Scottish innovations in science and technology. Exhibits include Dolly the sheep, the first mammal cloned from an adult cell and a Boulton and Watt engine dating from1786. Connect also houses a NASA Space Capsule and a replica Formula 1 car containing a computerised race around Scotland. Entry to Connect is free.                  www.nms.ac.uk
New Website for Museum of London

The Museum of London has launched a new, user-friendly, website covering the Museum in Docklands, Museum of London Archaeology Services and the Museum of London. The new website, which is content-rich and uses images extensively, was designed by Norwegian Tape London and implemented by the web team at the Museum of London.   www.museumoflondon.org.uk    

Innovative Community Project at National Museums Liverpool

Creating the Image 2 is partnership between National Museums Liverpool and Wirral Council giving 29 ‘looked-after’ children the run of the Lady Lever Art Gallery for four evenings. Participants have the opportunity to work with artists to explore different artistic techniques, with further workshops taking place outside the Gallery. 

The project was piloted with Wirral Social Services’ ‘looked-after’ children in 2004 and their art work was shown in an exhibition at the Lady Lever Gallery. The standard of work was extremely high, proving what a group perceived as ‘hard-to-engage’ can achieve. ‘Creating the Image 2’ has more participants and a wider age group: 6-16 years. Artwork from the workshops will be exhibited at the Williamson Gallery and the Lady Lever Gallery from 1 July 2006, as part of the Wirral Cultural Festival.

www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/about/news/newsarticle.asp?id=517&venue=0 

Hidden Treasures: The Role and Significance of Japanese Art Collections in the UK

Collections of Japanese art in the UK are mostly found in national institutions but there is a wealth of Japanese art works in regional museums and country houses. The Japan Foundation and the Victoria & Albert Museum are organising a seminar to illustrate how different institutions deal with Japanese art collections and their significance for museums in general. Gregory Irvine of the Victoria & Albert Museum will provide historical background to collecting Japanese art in the UK and curators will present case studies. 

18:30 on 22 March 2006, at the Japan Foundation, London. 

Tickets are free but booking is essential. Contact info@jpf.org.uk or visit www.jpf.org.uk/whatson.html 

Current Issues

Report on Trust Status 

The Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) has published Moving to Museum Trusts: Learning from Experience, Advice to Museums in England & Wales which examines trust governance, how it applies in different circumstances and financial, legal and operational implications.  

The report concludes that advantages can be gained from moving to trust status, but that becoming a trust “in itself is no guarantee of better governance or management” and the reasons for the move tend to determine its success. According to the authors, key objectives for changing to trust status should be; to develop the museum service, improve its quality and to free management to seek wider financial support for the museum, rather than in reaction to outside pressures such as funding difficulties or as a consequence of rationalising a museum service. 

The report makes a number of recommendations on the process of devolution, governance structures, management and funding. MLA will consider the report’s recommendations and work with partners in the sector on how these can be taken forward.                                 

www.mla.gov.uk  

Consultation on Immunity from Seizure for Works of Art on Loan from Abroad 

DCMS Minister James Purnell has launched a consultation on whether the United Kingdom should bring in anti-seizure laws to protect items lent from abroad for exhibition in UK museums and galleries, and if so, what form such legislation should take. The key issues considered in the consultation paper are:
* should coverage extend to all museums, galleries and archives in the UK?

* should all exhibitions be covered? Should immunity apply to publicly and privately owned works?

The consultation will run for 9 weeks, from 8 March to 10 May 2006 and is available on the DCMS website: www.culture.gov.uk/global/consultations/ 

Creative Commons for Museums 

MDA has been awarded a joint contract with Naomi Korn, museums copyright consultant, to assess the application of the Creative Commons approach to copyright for UK museums. The contract has been awarded by the British Educational Communications and Technology Agency (Becta) on behalf of the DfES. 

Creative Commons is a not-for-profit organisation founded in 2001 to offer a flexible range of licences to authors and artists. It offers creators the ability to licence their work with “some rights reserved”, rather than the “all rights reserved” tradition associated with copyright. Creative Commons is offered internationally in many different jurisdictions including licences for England and Wales and for Scotland. 

Becta is working with the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) and range of stakeholders to support greater access to publicly-funded cultural resources. The project will explore the contribution that Creative Commons can make towards enabling schools to access digital cultural resources. The results will be presented at events in London and Scotland in May and June.

For further information visit www.mda.org.uk/pr060224.htm or www.creativecommons.org    

Collections Link – New Collections Management Advice from MDA 

The Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) is funding MDA to create Collections Link, a new service providing information and advice on collections management to be launched at the end of April.

Collections Link will bring together resources from organisations including MLA, the Institute of Conservation, the National Preservation Office, the National Archives and others. Professionals working with collections will be able to access information on a range of subjects through a single point, with advice by telephone as well as an online library of guidelines, fact sheets and standards.

The service will have two elements: Collections Management, including documentation, conservation, preservation and copyright, and General Management, covering project and change management, procurement, fundraising and Charity Law.             www.mda.org.uk 

MDA has also announced that MDA codes - the system of unique identifiers for UK collection-holding organisations and their collections - are now available online at: www.mda.org.uk/mdacodes/        

UK Digital Resources at Risk
The Digital Preservation Coalition (DPC), of which MLA is a founding member, has published a report which reveals that less than 20% of UK organisations surveyed have a strategy in place to deal with the risk of loss or degradation to their digital resources, despite a high level of awareness of the risks.  

The survey shows that the loss of digital data is commonplace with more than 70% of respondents saying that data had been lost in their organisation. 87% recognise that key corporate or cultural material could be lost and some 60% believe that their organisation could lose financially. In 52% of the organisations surveyed there was management commitment to digital preservation, but only 18% had a strategy in place.  The report is available at: www.dpconline.org/docs/reports/uknamindthegap.pdf  

Borders Supports Museums and Galleries Month 

The Campaign for Museums has announced that it has developed a partnership with Borders, the book, music and film retailer, to support Museums and Galleries Month 2006.  Borders will promote Museums and Galleries Month 2006 throughout its country-wide network of stores, with selected stores running competitions for the chance to win special museum experiences, and books for runners up.   

Please remember to register your MGM2006 events at the 24 Hour Museum www.24hourmuseum.org.uk and let Colman Getty, who are running the PR campaign, know about Museums and Galleries Month events that you have planned by emailing nicola@colmangettypr.co.uk       www.mgm.org.uk
Ashmolean Museum Painting Was Not Part of a Sale Forced by the Nazis

The Spoliation Advisory Panel, which was set up by Arts Minister Alan Howarth in 2000 to help resolve claims on art looted during the Nazi era, has ruled that a painting in the possession of the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford, Portrait of a Young Girl in a Bow Window, attributed to Nikolaus Alexander Mair von Landshut, was sold for a fair value at auction in 1936 to pay off debts and was not the product of a sale forced by the Nazi regime. The Panel’s ruling has been endorsed by the Government and welcomed by the Ashmolean Museum. This is the fourth report of the Spoliation Advisory Panel and the first time that a claim has not been upheld. 

www.culture.gov.uk/global/press_notices/archive_2006/dcms026_06.htm    

Courtauld Institute of Art Receives Spoliation Claim  

The Courtauld Institute of Art has received a claim from the heirs of Dr Arthur Feldmann in relation to three drawings in its collection. The works in question are:

* Giuseppe Bibiena (attributed to) (1696-1756), Architectural capriccio  (D.1952.RW.3851)

* Carl Ruthart (attributed to) (1630 – after 1703), A lion  (D.1952.RW.3852)

* Frans van Mieris the Elder (attributed to) (1635-1681), A dog lying down (D.1952.RW.3853)

The claim states that the drawings were part of the collection of Dr Arthur Feldmann (1877-1941) of Brno in former Czechoslovakia. The surviving family has spent many years searching for the collection, which included over 750 drawings and is known to have been looted by the Gestapo. 

The three drawings were acquired by Colnaghi at a sale at Sotheby’s, London, in October 1946 and sold to Sir Robert Witt (1872-1952). They form part of the Witt bequest of Old Master drawings which was made to the Courtauld Institute of Art in 1952.

Deborah Swallow, Director of the Courtauld Institute of Art, said “The Courtauld Institute will be giving this matter urgent attention and will work closely with the heirs of Dr Feldmann to achieve a resolution.”

The drawings are recorded in the Courtauld Institute of Art’s lists of works with uncertain provenance 1933-1945 on the NMDC website at www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/spoliation.html    

Images of the drawings can be viewed at www.courtauld.ac.uk 

Britain Continues to Attract International Visitors 

A record number of overseas visitors travelled to Britain in 2005, despite bombings in London last July. There were 29.95 million visits to the country last year, an 8 per cent increase on 2004, and visitors spent £14.3 billion (up 9 per cent), according to provisional figures from the Office for National Statistics. 

The increase is due to growth from China, India, Eastern European and South East Asian countries, where visits rose 18 per cent to 6.4 million and an 8 per cent increase in visits from Western Europe, to 19.3 million. The number of visits made by North Americans fell by 3 per cent to 4.23 million.

While the amount of time international visitors spend on a visit in the UK has remained constant over the past five years, at eight days on average, the amount of money they spend has fallen by 7.3% (to £466) since a high of £503 in 2000.         ONS report at: www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/ottnr0206.pdf  

www.visitbritain.com/corporate/presscentre/presscentrebritain/pressreleasesoverseasmrkt/jan-mar2006/jan06ips.aspx 

Auction House to Charge Droit de Suite Royalties to Buyers 

Christie’s has announced that it will collect artist’s resale royalties from the buyer, not the seller, when art is resold in London. The levy is being applied throughout the European Union and came into force in the UK on 14 February 2006. It goes to living artists when their work is resold, after the deduction of expenses by the collecting agency. Christie’s hopes that charging the buyer rather than the seller will encourage collectors to sell in London.  www.theartnewspaper.com/article01.asp?id=194
Bloomberg reports that Sotheby’s will also collect the levy from buyers.    www.bloomberg.com  

Further information on the levy at: www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2006/20060346.htm  
Where we live! Delivering Sustainable Communities Initiative

A collaboration between government agencies was launched at the LGA Delivering Sustainable Communities conference in Birmingham. Arts Council England, the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment, the Department for Culture Media and Sport, English Heritage, the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council and Sport England will work with the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister and local authorities to articulate the value of culture to community planning and to provide a full range of cultural benefits for as many communities as possible.

Culture Secretary Tessa Jowell said: “where we live! Is an exciting new collaborative way of working, for the Department and its agencies, that promises to offer more than the sum of our individual strengths. Research…shows that people…value opportunities for participation in culture, sport and leisure very highly. Cultural opportunities should be available to all parts of the community. As well as being valuable in themselves they can also offer ways to engage with people that other local services find hard to reach….Providing places and resources for study and life-long learning, securing affordable workspace for creative businesses, and supporting economic growth by contributing to the development of skills are all essential ingredients for the prosperity of local economies. The creative industries are a high growth sector and experience shows that developing a cultural infrastructure can stimulate investment and job creation.”


www.culture.gov.uk  

The Lasting Impact of School Trips  

The National Trust has published a report: Changing Minds: The Lasting Impact of School Trips, ahead of the Government manifesto for out of classroom education expected in spring. The study looks at the National Trust’s Guardianship Scheme, which builds relationships between students and local Trust-owned sites, making it possible to trace students who went on school trips five years ago or more. 

Findings reveal that school trips can help improve children’s learning: helping the development of social skills and new skills including management of the natural environment, gardening, cooking and using digital cameras and microscopes and that one in ten students said school trips had been a key factor in their choice of future studies and career. 
A copy of the report can be found at www.nationaltrust.org.uk/learning requested by email on learning@nationaltrust.org.uk or by calling 0870 242 6620. 

A History of Modern Britain on BBC2

BBC2 is planning to broadcast A History of Modern Britain, five 60 minute films written and presented by Andrew Marr, in spring 2007. The series will be accompanied by events on TV, radio, on-line and in locations all over Britain. The BBC is inviting museums, libraries and archives to take up the themes of the series and create complementary exhibitions and activities to coincide with transmission. 

For more information contact Chris Granlund, Series Producer 0208 752 6966  chris.granlund@bbc.co.uk 

Sector Contribution to Skills Strategy  

The Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) has published Knowledge for Life, which outlines how museums, libraries and archives provide adults with choice about what and when they learn and how this contributes to meeting Learning and Skills Council (LSC) targets.  

The report is available at: www.mla.gov.uk/resources/assets//K/Knowledge_for_Life_8848.pdf 

Culture Shock – Tolerance, Respect, Understanding. . .and Museums 

The campaign for learning through museums and galleries (clmg) has published Culture Shock – Tolerance, Respect, Understanding. . .and Museums. The report explores the contribution that museums and galleries can make to understanding across UK society and how museums and galleries can be at the heart of the debate about cultural identity, tolerance, cohesion and citizenship. 

The report is available at www.clmg.org.uk/html/shock.html   

Culture Vultures

Policy Exchange has published a book of essays examining arts policy. Culture Vultures: Is UK arts policy damaging the arts? is available online at:  www.policyexchange.org.uk/uploads/media/px_cultural_policy.pdf
Treasures Finders who Donate will be Thanked by Certificate from Minister 

Culture Minister David Lammy has announced that he will award official certificates to people who decline rewards for treasure finds. It is estimated that there are 30 cases of finders not seeking a reward for their find per year.            www.culture.gov.uk
Results of Export Deferrals

Luton Museum Services has received a grant of £590,000 from the National Heritage Memorial Fund to help it secure the ‘Wenlock Jug’, which is linked to the town. The export of the jug was deferred last year (see November News).    www.luton.gov.uk/internet/references/news 

The export deferral of two Canaletto paintings (see December News) has been extended until June 2006, as an offer to purchase the paintings has been received.  www.culture.gov.uk 

International Issues

Pergamon Museum in Berlin to be Renovated

The German Federal Government will fund a €351 million project to renovate the Pergamon Museum, Berlin, which houses the Collection of Classical Antiquities, the Museum of Islamic Art and the Museum of the Ancient Near East. Work is due to start in 2011 and will include the addition of a new wing. 

According to The Independent, the Federal government is providing about £1.5 billion for the restoration of the five Berlin museums on the island in the River Spree.

news.independent.co.uk/europe/article348181.ece 
Metropolitan Museum of Art Returns Looted Works of Art to Italy

The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York has signed an agreement that formalises the transfer of title to six antiquities—including a group of 16 Hellenistic silver pieces—to Italy.

A statement issued by the museum said that the Italian Culture Ministry has agreed that the Metropolitan may keep on view the 2,500-year-old Attic krater by the potter Euxitheos and the painter Euphronios until January 2008 – after the scheduled opening of the Museum’s new galleries for Etruscan, Hellenistic, and Roman art. The collection of Hellenistic silver will remain at the Metropolitan until 2010 in a newly designed treasury. 

The remaining objects will be returned to Italy ‘as expeditiously as possible’. The Ministry has agreed to provide the Metropolitan with long-term future loans – of up to four years each – of works of art of equivalent beauty and importance to the objects being returned. 

www.metmuseum.org/press_room/full_release.asp?prid={F9704AC3-297B-4704-999B-111ACC8E6804} 

ICOM to Facilitate Mediation in Disputes Over Ownership of Objects in Museum Collections 

To encourage the amicable resolution of disputes relating to the ownership of objects in museum collections that were allegedly stolen or illegally exported, the Legal Affairs and Properties Committee of ICOM is preparing a guidance paper on recommended procedures that parties in a dispute might adopt, as an alternative to court action.  

A statement by ICOM President Alissandra Cummins says that ICOM will offer practical assistance and advice on mediation, such as guidance on procedures for voluntary settlement or, on request, suggesting independent experts whom the parties might consider appointing as mediators. 

The statement by the President of ICOM can be read at:  icom.museum/mediation_eng.html 

China and Italy Work Together to Tackle Illegal Export of Antiquities 

The Art Newspaper reports that China and Italy have signed a treaty aimed at preventing the looting and illicit export of antiquities. The agreement sets out a programme of co-operation that will include Chinese agents receiving training from Italian police specialising in the preservation of cultural heritage. Channels for rapid exchange of information on matters relating to the smuggling of antiquities have been set up, including the use of CUSPIS (Cultural Heritage Space Management System), which proposes to utilise the Galileo satellite navigation system for heritage protection. 

Italy has similar training programmes with Cyprus, Mozambique and Guatemala.

www.theartnewspaper.com/article01.asp?id=198 

Looted Nazi Art to be Returned by Dutch Museums

Following the recommendation of the Dutch Restitutions Committee, the Dutch government has agreed to return more than 200 paintings currently in the Dutch National Art Collection to the heirs of a Jewish art dealer whose collection was looted by the Nazis, The paintings, including works by Rubens, Rembrandt and Goya will be returned to the family of Jacques Goudstikker, who fled the Netherlands before the Nazi invasion in 1940.

The Advisory Committee for Restitution Applications for Items of Cultural Value and the Second World War recommended returning 202 of the 267 paintings claimed by the family. 

The Restitutions Committee ruling is at: www.restitutiecommissie.nl/index2.php?bjct_id=766&lngg_id=2
www.cbc.ca/story/arts/national/2006/02/07/dutch-art.html 

Free Admission Changes Visiting Patterns

The Danish National Museum reports that visitor numbers have greatly increased and visiting patterns have changed since admission fees were dropped for state-run museums at the beginning of 2006. Many of the additional visitors are visiting the museum for the first time and many drop in for a short visit.

The National Gallery found that 13 percent of this year’s visitors were first-timers and that the fastest growing group of visitors was people who live in Copenhagen. Nearly 30 percent of visitors said that they wouldn’t visit if they had to pay. The number of visitors to the National Gallery’s temporary exhibitions has also increased, although free admission only applies to the permanent collection. The Gallery attributes this to increased visits and awareness of what it had to offer.   www.cphpost.dk/get/94313.html 

International Exhibition Attendance Figures Published  

The Art Newspaper has published a survey of the most visited exhibitions worldwide in 2005. It shows exhibitions at Japanese and US museums attracting the highest average number of visits per day. 

The survey can be found at: www.theartnewspaper.com/article01.asp?id=191
New Natural History Museum for Copenhagen  

Planning has begun for a new Natural History Museum in the centre of Copenhagen, on a site adjacent to the Botanical Gardens. The museum, which is expected to cost about DKK 2bn (EUR 265m), will house the collections of the Geological, Zoological and Botanical Museums. Visitors will be able to view everything from the crown jewels and meteor stones to stuffed birds, and works by leading Danish painters.  


www.cphpost.dk/get/94307.html   

International Museum Day Theme: Museums and Young People

The International Council of Museums (ICOM) is inviting museums to celebrate the theme “Museums and Young People”, for International Museum Day, on or around May 18th. The theme was selected to raise awareness of how young people can participate in redefining the mission and practices of heritage institutions in the 21st century, and how museums can contribute to shaping tomorrow’s society by interacting with young people. Further information and suggested activities for 2006 can be found at:  http://icom.museum/young_act.html  

Competition for Video Clip to Celebrate 60 years of ICOM

To commemorate the 60th anniversary of ICOM, the Secretariat and AVICOM (the Audio Visual Committee) are launching a competition for a video clip, no longer than two minutes, that encapsulates ICOM’s mission, values, and activities – a sort of visiting card.
The contest closes 10 May 2006. Details can be found at http://icom.museum/video.html
Conference: How Much Leadership Do Museums Need? 

6 – 7 April 2006, Landesmuseum Kärnten, Klagenfurt, Austria

This seminar, organised by the Provincial Museum of Carinthia and ICOM Austria, aims to highlight leadership in museums in the context of the challenges of the 21st century and will cover the practice and theory of successful museum leadership.  

Speakers include David Fleming, Director, National Museums Liverpool and President of INTERCOM and Gail Dexter Lord, Lord Cultural Resources. 

Please visit www.intercom.museum for the full programme, list of speakers and registration form.  

The website has been updated to help disseminate best management practice and contains the latest INTERCOM papers and Study Series publications www.intercom.museum. 

Evaluating the Impact of Arts and Cultural Education on Children and Young People

Call for Papers for a conference at Centre Pompidou, Paris, 10–12 January 2007

The aim of this conference is to take stock of research on the impact of arts and cultural education: as part of the school curriculum, carried out during school time and free time and arts teaching given out of school hours by specialised teaching institutions.

Additional information and submission forms can be obtained from: Charlotte Fesneau at charlotte.fesneau@centrepompidou.fr  Proposals for papers, which should be received by March 31 2006, will be reviewed by the scientific committee, chaired by Mr. Emmanuel Fraisse, Director of the French National Institute of Pedagogic Research. 

Forthcoming Meetings

NMDC meeting


Friday 24 March, 10.30am, Imperial War Museum


 

PR Group 

Friday 31 March, 11am, National Maritime Museum

 

Museums Joint Advocacy Group

Monday 3 April, 5pm, MLA Victoria House

 




Learning and Access Committee

Friday 12 May, 2.30pm, National Portrait Gallery

 

Spoliation Working Group 

Tuesday 23 May, 4.30pm, Tate Britain

 

HR Forum

Friday 9 June, 11am, venue TBC

 

Marketing Group
Wednesday 21 June, 2pm, V&A 

Contact details for the NMDC Secretariat: 

Emily Candler, Secretary, tel: 020 7416 5202, email: ecandler@iwm.org.uk 

Suzie Tucker, Executive Assistant, tel: 020 7416 5208 email : stucker@iwm.org.uk 

If you have any comments on the NMDC Newsletter or would like to contribute to a future edition, please email: nmdcnews@iwm.org.uk
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